
CHRISTMAS TREE CARE TIPS ​
​
 

SUMMARY:  
By choosing a living tree to be cut and taken immediately to your home, you 
have a big advantage over trees cut a month or more before and sitting on a 
lot in the sun and wind waiting to be sold. However, you still need to care for 
your tree. The tree while still living can be affected by the climate. If there 
are periods of drought or near drought, your tree can be stressed. Strong 
wind periods can also stress it, The following tips are suggested to maximize 
the safe time your tree can remain in your home without significant needle 
drop. You don't want a dry tree in your house for safety reasons and you 
would rather not have to vacuum needles out of your carpet.​
 

TRANSPORT: 
If you have to transport your tree on the top of your vehicle and travel very far or very fast, cover your tree with a 
bag. You can use a large trash bag or we have large strong bags for sale. Tie the bag with twine to your tree and 
then secure it on the top of your vehicle. Even in the back of a pickup truck; some drying may occur. We don't 
have precise measures of how far or how fast for how long is a problem but think of a 50 or more miles per hour 
wind blowing through a tree that has been cut. It is bound to dry it out to some degree.​
 

WAITING TO GET IN THE HOUSE: 
Once you get the tree home continue to protect it from the sun and the wind 
until you bring it into the house. We have some butt covers for sale that 
protect the tree from drying out through the butt during transport and while 
awaiting being brought into your home.​
 
KEEPING IT FRESH:  
Just before bringing the tree into the house, cut a small amount (1 or 2 
inches) off from the butt to expose a fresh surface to the water you will fill 
and maintain in your tree stand. Use a tree stand that has an adequate 
amount( at least 1 gallon) of water storage. We sell stands that 
accommodate tall trees and have room for approximately 1.3 to 2 gallons of 

water. We also sell a preservative that can be added to the water before you place the tree in the stand. This will 
assist the tree in accepting the water through the freshly cut butt. Then it becomes someone's job in your family to 
add water as needed to avoid exposing the butt to the air. Over the first few days the tree should use quite a bit of 
water so you may have to check more than once a day. That is a healthy sign. In time, the water usage may 
decrease but still should be checked at least daily. 
 

DECORATING: 
When decorating the tree, be sure to be balanced in the application of 
decorations. For example: don't put heavy decorations just on one side of 
the tree. Use UL approved electric decorations  and turn them off when there 
is no one viewing the tree or at home. Observe how your pets treat the tree. 
Do they want to chew it or climb or jump on it? Use a sturdy step ladder to 
place the decoration(s) on the top of the tree. Remember that all of the 
decorations should come off the tree when you are ready to take it outside. If 
you live in or near a rural area, there may be a goat farm near you. Goats 
and some other livestock like to eat the foliage and small limbs of the trees 
in the Winter. Therefore, it is vital to remove all decorations, particularly 
tinsel. Some folks place their undecorated tree in the back yard for shelter 
for birds using their bird feeder. In some towns or cities municipal 
departments or civic organizations collect trees after the holiday season to 
be chipped up and used as mulch.  
 
 

YOUR TREE CARE SUGGESTIONS: 
Please let us know your suggestions on how to care for your tree. Email us HERE 
 

https://lhstrees.com/contact-us

